
BEFORE THE 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WISCONSIN 

 
Application of Highland Wind Farm, LLC for a  
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity  
to Construct a 102.5 MW Wind Electric  
Generation Facility and Associated Electric Facilities,  Docket No. 2535-CE-100 
to be Located in the towns of Forest and  
Cylon, St. Croix County, Wisconsin 
 
 

DIRECT TESTIMONY OF SCOTT VOELTZ 
 
 
Q. Please state your name. 
 
A. Scott Voeltz 
 
Q. What is your address? 
 
A. 2670 State Highway 64, Emerald, Wisconsin, 54013 
 
Q. How long have you lived there? 
 
A. I have lived in this house since 1997, and I have lived in the Town of Forest since the 

1970’s. 
 
Q. Do you have a family living there with you? 
 
A. Yes, my son Dillon lives with me and my two daughters. 
 
Q. Are you familiar with the proposed Highland Wind Farm? 
 
A. Yes. 
 
Q. How are you familiar with it? 
 
A. I am familiar with the plans for the proposed Highland Wind Farm, and understand that 

the project if constructed will consist of 41 wind towers placed on lands in the Town of 
Forest. Each of the towers will be almost 500 feet tall.  I have read the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for the Highland Wind Project dated July 18, 2012. In addition, I have 
read about it in the local newspapers and I have discussed it with people who live in the 
Town of Forest. 

 
Q. Where is your home in relation to the Highland Wind Farm? 
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A. My home is located right in the project area. 
 
Q. Have you seen the site plans that depict the proposed locations of the wind turbines? 
 
A. Yes. 
 
Q. How far from your home is the closest turbine proposed to be constructed? 
 
A.        About 1525 feet 
 
Q. How many turbines will be within one-quarter mile of your home? 
 
A. None but one about 900 feet from my property line. 
 
Q. How many turbines will be within one-half mile of your home? 
 
A. Two possibly four. 
 
Q. Do you have any idea how many turbines you will be able to see from your house? 
 
A. Yes, I expect that we will be able to see at least 8 . 
 
Q. You testified that your son Dillon lives with you, correct? 
 
A. Yes. 
 
Q. How old is Dillon? 
 
A. Twenty. 
 
Q. Please tell us about Dillon. 
 
A. Dillon has severe autism. He does not speak, he is not toilet trained, and he requires full-

time help with all the activities of daily living. His behaviors can be unpredictable, and he 
does best in an atmosphere where the stimuli such as noise, motion, vibrations, and 
flickering lights are kept to a minimum. 

 
Q. What kind of an environment is best for Dillon? 
 
A. Dillon has a very difficult time with change. He requires a calm, quiet environment.  For 

example, he is very sensitive to noise, especially sounds like sirens and other noises that 
disrupt his life. When a siren approaches, he rubs his ears and gets upset.  The noise 
upsets his patterns, and when that happens, Dillon can become violent, hurting himself 
and others, hollering and screaming. It is then difficult to control him and to prevent him 
from hurting himself or others.  Dillon is very sensitive and it is clear that he hears the 
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siren before I do. He starts rubbing his ears, as one would if the ears hurt, before I even 
hear the siren.   

 
Q. Is Dillon affected by lights, especially blinking or flickering lights? 
 
A. Yes. We purchased strobe light for Dillon when we were fixing up his room, thinking he 

would enjoy it. That was a big mistake.  When we turned the light on, he got very upset 
and he tore his room apart. Flashing and blinking lights can upset Dillon very much. 

 
Q. Does motion affect Dillon? 
 
A. Yes.  For example, every bedroom in our house has a ceiling fan except Dillon’s.  We 

have learned that the spinning blades upset Dillon, so his room does not have a fan. 
 
Q. Do vibrations effect Dillon? 
 
A. Yes, Dillon gets upset when a vehicle goes by the house that rattles the windows. He can 

be violent, hollering and screaming, and very disruptive to the household and to himself.   
 
Q. Are you concerned about how the wind turbines might affect Dillon? 
 
A. Yes. Dillon’s behavior is very unpredictable.  He requires a very calm, peaceful 

atmosphere, with activities in expected patters, without strange noises, without flickering 
lights and shadows, and without a lot of motion. I am very careful not to make sudden 
movements in his presence, not to swing things like towels or ropes and to keep thing 
calm.  I have lived with Dillon for twenty years, I know his behavior and his patterns 
well, and I am confident that wind turbines in the area will be disruptive to his life, and 
consequently to mine.  If he steps outside and sees blades turning, either close at hand or 
in the distance, he may get upset, and he may not. It is simply impossible to predict. 

 
 I worry that I may face unanticipated and unexpected challenges in caring for him at 

home when blades are spinning, and noises can be heard from the blades, regardless of 
the nature of those noises. 

 
I am afraid that Dillon will hear noises from the turbines that may not be audible to the 
rest of us, that he will not be able to tell us what is wrong, and that those noises will upset 
him, resulting in violent and difficult to manage behavior that may hurt him or somebody 
else. 

 
Q. Is your testimony in the matter true and correct to the best of your knowledge? 
 
A. Yes. 
 
Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 
 
A. Yes. 
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